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Endeavouring to give a general notion of the Rev 


Mr KRENNEDr's late Syſtem of Chronology. 


RE v. Stn, 


Have now gone over the Rev. Mr Kennedy? D cho 
logy with ſome care and attention; and am more and 


more convinced of what I at firſt thought, viz. that his 
ſcheme will be equally. true, though he ſhould be 
found (with Dr Wall, Dr Hammond; and many others of 
eminent learning and piety) to have been miſtaken, in ſaying, 


dur bleſſed Saviour did not keep the legal paſſ wer the night 


before he ſuffered.” For the queſtion is not, Whether he was 
crucified on Friday the 3d of April, in the 19th-year of Ti- 


berius, on a full- moon day? all which Mr Ferguſon, as well 
as the Rev. Mr Kennedy, ſeems to have fully proved; nor 


yet, Whether this happened in the 4o4oth ſolar tropical 
year of the worlg, anſwering to A. D. 33, ſo many days 


from the creation, at the end of juſt ſo many revolutions of 


the ſun and moon ? but the queſtion is, Whether that full 
moon day was the 14th or 1 5th of the Jewiſh month Niſan ? 
If we reckon from the evening next after the mean new 
moon, which Mr Kennedy owns, p. 223. is the manner in 


which the Jews reckon to this day; then Thu: ſday, the 2d 


of April, was the 14th of Niſan, the day on which the paſ- 
ſover 5 be killed; as the three evangeliſts witneſs : but if, 
with Mr Kennedy, we reckon from the evening after the moon's 
being viſible, then Friday, the 3d of April, was the 14th of 
Niſan ; and, as St John is ſuppoſed to ſay, it was the prepa- 
ration only, and the paſſover was not yet eaten, when our 
Saviour died.—The Rev. Mr Kennedy places the commence- 
ment of time on Thurſday, the ath day of creation, the fun 
being in Libra, the moon at the Jaſt point of the full. His 
leripture· authority for this is Lev, xiii, 16, where Moſes 
commands 
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commands the feaſt of tabernacles to be kept on the 15th 
of the 5th month, in the end of the year. From the man- 
ner of expreſſion, he very juſtly concludes, that this was an 
original feaſt in memory of the creation ; and therefore 
75 the 15th day was the very day on which the moon was 
ull at the autumnal equinox, and on which time commen- 
ced. From thence, by an exact calculation of days and 
years, he brings us down to the preſent time; ſhewing, by 
the way, how, in the year 1656, at the end of Noah's 
599th year, the ſolar and lunar years ended together; how, 
conſequently, the year of the deluge began with the ſun in 
Libra, and a new moon, Wedneſday being the day of the 
week; how, conſequently, the ſolar year being 365 days, 
and the lunar but 354, the lunar epact was 11, and the 
60 1ſt year began on Thurſday the 12th of the iſt month, 
the ſun being again in Libra. From thence he paſſes on to 
the Exodus, which he places in the year of the world 2512, 
one year ſooner than our Bible chronology; which is owin 

to his reckoning the 430 years from Abraham's call out of 
Ur, which he places one year and an half only before his 
coming into Canaan. The firſt paſſover he places on Satur - 
day the 14th of the 7th month, thenceforth to be reekoned 
the firſt, from the vernal inſtead of the autumnal equinox ; 
and, laſtly, he comes to the year of crucifixion, A. M. 4040, 
when Friday, April the 3d, was the full moon day neareſt 
the vernal equinox. Now, if the full moon, at the com- 
meacement of time, was the 15th of the 1ſt month, and the 
feaſt of tabernacles was kept on the 15th, the full-moon 
day, in memory of it; one would naturally conclude, that 
this latter full moon, anno 4040, ſhould be the 15th of 
the 7th month, or Niſan; and nothing but a ſtrong con- 
viction, that our bleſſed Saviour muſt have ſuffered on the 
14th, could, 1 think, have made Mr Kennedy take ſo much 
pains to. prove it otherwiſe. 1 could, I believe, fully make 
out, how he brings it about; but, as I have ſaid, it is not 
neceſſary as to the queſtion now in hand. I wiſh I could tell 
where he introduces the four years which he gives to the age 
of the world, more than the Bible chronology does. It is 
not by giving three ſeconds more to the length of the year 
than Sir Iſaac Newton, Keill, and others: for that, in the 
courſe of 5756 years, makes only a difference of 4 hours 
and 48 minutes. Nor are the four years added till after the 
death of Joſeph: for he places that as our Bible does. I 
imagine, therefore, M has no ſcripture data for the 
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- lumns, thus, they can never return in the ſame or- 
der till after 105 changes, which is the product 


from every other by a diſtinct character. Thus, 
| likewiſe, the Julian period is compoſed of the 


(48 1 

diſtribution. of intermediate facts, he has, as all chronolo> 
ers ppult, adjuſted theſe in the moſt probable manner to the 

— — of years, and that the four years differenee will be 


found between the death of Joſeph and the iſt of Cyrus 


As my leiſure is very ſmall, and I ſee Mr Kennedy differs 
widely from our Bible chronology in ſome places; as, for 


example, as to the beginning of Othniel, and the death of 


Urziab; I imagine, to find the four years, might require going 
through all the Judges and Kings; a labour which I cannot 
engage in. But you may ſay, Why do I then meddle with 
the ſubjet? The truth is, I do not write to inſtru others, 
but myſelf : though in converſation I may ſeem to ſupport 
my. own notions as eagerly as any body, yet, in fact, I am 
never ſatisfied with them, till they have the ſanction of other 
people's judgments. When I converſe with my ſuperiors, 
(which all men are in ſome reſpect or other), I have an awe 
upon me, which hinders me from doing juſtice to my argu- 


ments: I am therefore glad to lay my ſentiments before you, 


(and, if you pleaſe, before the public), that if Mr Kennedy 
himſelf, or any one elſe, think them worth notice, I may be 
told where I am wrong. by os | | 

Though Mr Kennedy's ſyſtem ſeems at firſt ſight difficult, 
on account of the number of figures uſed in his calculations; 


yet, when underſtood, there is, I think, a ſimplicity and a 
. certainty in it which muſt in time recommend it: I ſay, in 


time; for I don't wonder when people prefer a difficult me- 
thod which they are uſed to, even unto. an eaſier one with 


\ which they are unacquainted ; for uſe makes every thing ea- 


ſy. But perhaps an ordinary reader, unaccuſtomed to ſuch 
kind of ſtudies, may better underſtand what is to be ſaid, af- 
ter conſidering the following example. If we take the num- 
bers 3, 5, and 7, and ſet them down in three co- 


of thoſe 3 numbers multiplied into each other. 
If therefore 105 years were connected with theſe 
rows of figures, each year would be diſtioguiſhed 
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cycle of the ſun of 28 years, the cycle of the 
moon of 19 years, and the Roman indiction of Fo 

15 years. This period, produced by the multiplication of 
theſe 9 numbers, carried back from the time of Scaliger, 
who invented it, and who flouriſhed in 1580, precedes the 
EE "AL creation 
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creation of the world, according to our Bible ehronology, 710, 


and, according to Mr Kennedy's, 706 years. If the ſun 
and moon did, at the end of theſe cycles, return exactly to 
the ſame point; theſe, with the day of the week, connected 


to the cycle of the ſun, would be diſtinct characters whereby 


to diſtinguiſh every real or ſuppoſed year ſince the creation. 
But this is not the caſe. There is a difference, though but 
a ſmall one; ſo that the ſun at the end of 28 years, and the 
moon at the end of 19, do not return exactly to the ſame 
point at the ſame hour of the day; and therefore the Julian 
years require to be rectiſied by calculation. We muſt. not 
therefore ſeek for the characters of a diſtin&t year, according 
to Mr Kennedy, in any ſuch multiplication of one number 
by another; ſuch a period, to be exact, would be immenſe; 
but he has taken another method. The characters by which, 
he ſays, every year may infallibly be diſtinguiſhed, are, the 
return of the ſun to the equinoctial point at noon, the ſitu - 
ation of the moon at the ſame moment, and the day of the 
week. Thus, ſays be, p. 150. Every ſolar tropical year 
of the world has its appropriated characters reſpecting the 
ſun, the moon, and the day of the week; — they cannot 
poſſibly in nature return identically the ſame in a much 
greater number of years than have paſſed fince the creation, 
take which of the four chronologies you pleaſe. Theſe mu 
tual aſpects, relations, and diſtances, of the two luminaries, 
cannot happen alike two years together. The preceſſion of 
the equinoxes, which we were once mentioning, has here 
nothing to do; the ſun will return to the equinoctial point, 
whether the conſtellation by which it is named, be there or 
not; ard the moon will likewiſe come to its conjunction or 
oppoſition at a limited diſtance from it ; and that diſtance be 
certainly known, if the quantity of the ſolar year, and that 
of a mean lanation, be really fixed according to truth. But 
though no two years can be exactly the ſame, through a 
ſpace of more than 600,0co0 years, becauſe the moon will 
not return to the fame point, on the ſame day and hour, in 
a ſhorter ſpace ; yet. Mr Kennedy ſets down what he calls 4 
commenſurating year, in 'which, after 1440 revolutions, 
(i e. as many years as there are minutes in 24 hours), the 
ſan returns again to the original cardinal point of the day, 
in the ſame place, but not on the ſame day of the week, as 
at the creation, p. 196. Thele years of .commenſuration 
are, 1440, 2880, 3420, 5760. We muſt not confound 
with theſe what he calls a /imilar year, of which he gives aa 
+ ES example 
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example in 1656, the year of the deluge, and 1760, the laſt 


of George II. In theſe the ſituation of the ſun and moon 
were the ſame; but different not only as to the day of the 
week, as in a year of commenſuration, dut alſo as to the 
hour and minute of the day in the given meridian. As to 
Mr Kennedy's method of proceeding, it ſeems to be this: 


| Having ſet down, from ſcriptural data, the ſituation of the 


luminaries. at the creation, at a firſt meridian, at a preciſe 
day, hour, and minute, he calculates the number of years, 
of months, or mean lunations, of weeks, days, hours, 
and minutes, which have paſſed from the year of the Julian 
period 706 to A. M. 57 5; and ſhews, by the agreement of 
his calculation with itſelf, with obſervations both in that 
year and in former years, with calculations of eclipſes in 
ſeveral different years, with other aſtronomical obſervations, 
where-coincidencies are found, which could not happen in any 


year but one, that his principles mult os right. His ga 


ples, are as follow, ©: 

I. That the quantity of a ſolar day, or the time between 
one mid-day and the next following, is been 24 hours; ; 
— the ſiderial 4 minutes leſs, p. 130. 


II. That the length of a ſolar year is juſt 365 days 5 houry | 


49 minutes, which is lefs than a Julian year Juſt 11 Pee 
i. e. eleven days in 1440 ee p< 71 35 
| ann (Keil and Sir I. Nerd 
p- 120. H_ than fo: Halley. 7 
ay 35; 22 24 3 Dr mug | 


UI. T kite a mean lunation is preciſely 29 . 1 2 = 
44 minutes 1 ſecond 45 thirds, i. e. 1“ 8“ 25” leſs than Mr 
Mayer's tables, p. 219. X 

IV. That time commenced at noon from a angediida 156 
degrees welt of Greenwich, lying in the vaſt Pacific ocean, 
p. 169, on the 24th October A. J. p. 706. on the 4th day 
of the patriarchal week, i. e. Thurſday, (which day he does 
not include in his calculations), the ſun in the firſt degree of 
Libra, the moon in the laſt Point of the full-moon day, 

156. 
E Gi now, having given the reader a general notion of Mr 
Kennedy” s ſyſtem, it will be eaſily made appear, that, how- 
ever uſeful it may be to fix the year and day of our Saviour's 
crucifixion, it cannot determine the queſtion as to its being 
kept that year us the Jewiſh paſſover; that being a queſtion 
erg I and to be decided only by the authority of 


hiſtorians, 
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hiſtorians. Mr Kennedy, p. 223. ſets down the Caotie new, 

moon, A. J. p. 706. on October 9th day, 5 hours 38 mi- 
nutes P. M.; add to this, ſays he, for 4 lunation, 14 days 
18 hours 22 minutes, it will give for the full moon October 
24th at noon.— He then proceeds to give an account of 


* 


three different ways of beginning lunar month, 
% 1/4, If we compute the beginning of the month from 
October gth day, 5 hours 38 minutes, 7. e. from the firſt 
point of the mean new-moon day, half a lunation will bring 


it down to October 24th at noon. i. e. to the firſt point ob, 


the mean full · moon day. This we call the aſtronomical e- 
poch of the firſt month of the lunar year. 
% 2d4ly, If we compute from October gth day, 6 hours 
P. M. i e. from the evening next after the moon's mean 
conjunction, the 15th day of the month will terminate in 


October 24th, 6 hours P. M. i. e. on the evening next af - 


ter the mean full moon; and on the 15th day of the month 
thus computed, the Jews obſerve to this day their feaſt of 
tabernacles. This we call the Jewiſh epoch.” | | 
„ 24/y,If we compute from October 1oth day,'6 hours P. M. 
i. e. from the evening the next but one after the conjune- 
tion, on which the moon is generally viſible at its ſetting, 
(which, by the way, at the equinoxes, muſt be after ſx 
oꝰ clock, and therefore after the 11th of October was begun), 
the 15th day of the month will terminate October 25th, 
6 hours P. M. or in that evening, which either follows af- 
ter the completion of the full-moon day, as at the creation, 
or after a great part of it is completed ; and on the 15th day 
of the month thus computed, the primitive patriarchs, the 
ancient Hebrews and Iſraelites, obſerved their feaſt of inga» 
thering, and their feaſt of tabernacles. This we call the pa · 
triarchal epoch.” "x 38:4 1 e 

Let us now apply theſe three reckonings to the year of 
the crucifixion, i. e. 4040, according to Mr Kennedy, 19th 
of Tiberius, A. D. 33, the laſt year of the 202d Olympiad, 
In this very year Phlegon informs us, ſays Mr Ferguſon, 
that an extraordinary eclipſe of the ſun happened. His 
words (Phlegon's) are, © In the 4th year of the 202d O- 
lympiad there was the greateſt eclipſe of the ſun that ever 


was known : it was night at the 6th hour of the day, ſo that 


the ſtars of heaven were ſeen.” This time of the day, ſays 

Mr Ferguſon, agrees exactly with the time that the darkneſs 

began according to St Matth. xxvii. 25, ; but whoever cal - 

culates, ſays he, will find, that a- total eclpſe of the = 
; | | 5 8 cou 
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could not poſſibly happen at Jeruſalem any time that year in 
the natural way ;” Ferg. A/tr. p. 105. 1a this "memorable 
year (the only year out of 20 in ſucceſſion on which Mr 


the new moon was March igth, 1 hour 12 minutes P. M. 
i. e. 4 hours 26 minutes ſooner in the day than the Caatic 
new moon on October gth, to March the 19th, 11 hours 
42 minutes P. M. Add 14—18— 22 for a half lunation, 


Ferguſon could J a full moon on a Friday), the true time of 


it will bring it to Friday, April zd, at 34 minutes paſt 7 in the 


morning, for the firſt point of the full moon; juſt 4 hours 
26 minutes earlier in the day than the full moon on October 
24th at the creation. This then is the aſtronomical epoch 
mentioned above; and by it this full moon day is proved, by 
Kennedy, to be juſt ſo many weeks, days, &c. from the 
full moon at the creation. But this does not determine as to 
which day is to be called the 14th of the month. 
Next, therefore, for the 2d or Jewiſh epoch: If reckoning 
by it from the evening of Tueſday October gth, the 15th 
will terminate on Oftober 24th at evening on Wedneſday ; 
then, by the ſame rule, if we reckon from Thurſday March 
19th. at evening, the th will terminate on Friday April 3d 


at evening; which is the Jewiſh epocha, and that for which 


I am pleading. But, 


3dly, If we reckon by the patriarchal epocha, then Fri- 


.day, April the 3d, will be found to be only the 14th of the 
moon, and the day on which the paſſover was killed. Did 
the Jews at this time reckon as the patriarchs did, there 
would be no doubt of their always having done the ſame ; 
but ſince Mr Kennedy allows there has been a change, the 
queſtion is purely hiſtorical : Was this change before our Sa- 
viour's death, or ſince? Mr Kennedy places the changes as 
to their months, length of year, &c. upon their becomin 


ſubject to the Greeks ; and why may we not ſuppoſe their 


different way of reckoning the 14th of the month, io have 
commenced at the ſame time? Mr Kennedy, p. 365. gives 
us the teſtimony of Joſephus, from Antig. l. 3. chap. 16. 


thus. In the Macedonian month Xauticus, which by the 


Jews is called Ni/an, and is the beginning of the year, on 
the 14th day of the month, according to the moon, the ſun 


being in Aries, we annvally kill the paſſover.“ To explain 


this, he gives us the words of Philo, p. $66. © The firſt day 
of the month begins on the evening next after the ſynod, or 


the moon's (mean) conjunction with the ſun :?? And again, 
In the end of the firſt day of the month, the ſun begins to 
6 4 Bs enlighten 
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enlighten the moon with a perceptible light.“ And ſo Mr 
Ferguſon, p. 194. ſays, „In the — of Jeruſalem the 
moon may be ſeen juſt ſetting about an hour after the ſun, 
when ſhe is not above 24 hours old.” Can any thing be 
plainer therefore than theſe teſtimonies, to ſhew that Joſe- 
phus and Philo reckoned the paſſover-day' to be the 14th 
from the evening next after the mean conjunction? And 
conſequently the Jews, in our Saviour's time, as three evan» 
geliſts witneſs, did the ſame ; and other teſtimonies we have 


none. I have not left unconſidered what Mr Kennedy ſays 


in this very place of his work, as to the circumſtance of the 
moon's viſibility: but I ſay nothing to it; becauſe I think, 

if he compares, as above, his new and full moon at the cre- 
ation, with the parallel circumſtances of the new and full 
moon 4040, he will ſee that he has already anſwered himſelf ; 

and I can take no pleaſure in finding fault with one for whoſe 
valuable work I have ſo great a regard, and whoſe appear- 


_ ance of piety claims a ſtill higher degree of . | 


I ſhall now enter on the queſtion as to our bleſſed Saviour's 
eating or not eating the paſchal lamb ; and, without confi- 
ning myſelf to him alone, put together what appears to me 
the ſtrongeſt arguments on either ſide.— To begin with 


ſcripture, we have, on one hand, the three Evangeliſts, 


St Matthew, St Mark, and St Luke ; on the _ St John. 
m— will ſet them down-4 in columns, 


8. N chap. xxvi. 

y 2. Ye know that after 
two days is the paſſover, and 
the Son of man is betrayed 
to be crucified. y 17. Now 
the firſt day of the feaſt of 
unleavened bread, the diſci- 


ples came unto Jeſus, ſaying ' 
unto him, Where wilt thou 


that we prepare for thee to 


cat the paſſover? y 18. And 


he ſaid, Go into the city to 
ſuch a man, and ſay unto 


bim, The Maſter faith, My 
tune is at hand, I will keep 
the paſſover at thy houſe with 
my + Hora y 19. And the 


diſciples 


8. John, . Xiii. 

y 1. Now before the feaft 
of the paſſover, when Jeſus 
knew that his hour was come, 
that he ſhould depart ovt of 
this world, unto the Father, 
having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end. y 2. And 
ſupper being ended, (the devil 
having now put into the heart 
of Judas Iicariot, Simon's 
ſon, - to betray him) y 3 
Jeſus knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come 
from God, and went to God, 


4 


diſciples did as jeſus had ap- 


Now? when the even was 


come, he ſat (or lay) dawn 
with the twelve. 8. Mark, 
chap. xiv. 12; And the 


firſt day of unleavened bread, 
when they Killed the paſſover, 
his diſciples ſaid unto” him, 
Where wilt thou that we go 
and prepare that thou mayſt 
eat the paſſover.? 13. And 
be ſendeth forth two of his 
diſeiples, and ſaith unto them, 
Go ye into the eity, and there 
ſhall meet you a man bearing 
a pitcher of water: follow 
him. y 14. And whereſo+ 
ever he ſhall go in, ſay ye to 
the. good · man of the | houſe, 
The Maſter faith, Where is 
the gueſt-chamber, where 1 
ſhall eat the paſſover with my 
diſcipꝰes? y 15. And he will 
ſhew you a large upper room 
furniſhed and prepared: there 
make ready for us. y 16. 
And his diſciples went forth, 
and came into the city, and 
found as he had ſaid unto 
them: and they made ready 


the paſſover. y 17. And in 


the evening he cometh with 
the twelve. — S. Luke, chap. 
XXil.'y 7. Then came the day 
of unleavened bread, when the 
paſſuver muſt be killed. y 8. 
And he ſent Peter and John, 
ſaying, Go, and prepare us 


the paſſover, that we may 
eat. y 9. And they ſaid 2 
paſſi ver. Chap. xix. # 14. 
And it was the preparation of 


unto him, Where wilt thou 
that we prepare? y 10. And 
hf he 


41 * 1 


pointed them, and they made 
ready the paſſover. Y 20. 


y 4. He riſeth from ſupper, 
and laid aſide his garments, 
and took a towel and girded 
himſelf. 4. After that, he 
poureth water into a baſon, 
and began to waſh the diſci - 
ples feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith he 
was girded. 12. So after 
he had waſhed their feet, and 
had taken his garments, and 
was ſet down again, he ſaid 
unto them, Know ye what I 
have done to you? c. &c; 
y 21. When Jeſus had thus 
ſaid, he was troubled in ſpirit, 
and teſtified, and ſaid, Ve- 
rily verily I ſay unto you, 
that one of you ſhall betray 
me. y 29. For ſome of them 
thought, becauſe Judas: had 
the bag, that Jeſus had ſaid 
unto him, Buy thoſe things 
that we have need of againſt 
the feaſt : or that he ſhould 
give ſomething to the poor. 


'y 30. Judas then having re- 


ceived the ſop, went imme. 
diately out : and it was night. 


Chap. xviii . When Jeſus 


had ſpoken theſe words, he 
went forth with his diſciples 
over the brook Cedron, where 
was a garden, into the which 
he entered, and his diſciples. 


„ 28. Then led they Jeſus 
from Caiaphae, unto the hall 


of judgment: and it was ear- 


ly, and they themſelves went 
not into the judgment-hall, 
leſt they ſhould be defied ? 


but that they might eat the 


the 


J 


he ſaid unto them, Behold; 


when ye are entered into the 
city, there ſhall a man meet 


you, bearing a pitcher of wa · 
ter; follow him into the houſe 
where he entereth in. y 11. 


And ye ſhall ſay unto the 


good · man of the houſe, The 
Maſter ſaith unto thee, Where 
is the gueſt-chamber where I 


ſhall eat the paſſover with my 


diſciples? y 12. And he 


mall ſhew you a large upper 
room furniſhed : there make 


ready. y 13. And they went 


and found as he had ſaid un- 


to them: and they made rea- 
dy the paſſover. y 14. And 
when the hour was come, he 
fat down, and the twelve a- 
poltles with him. y 15, And 


he ſaid unto them, With de- 


the paſſover, and about 'the 


ſixthhour : and he faith unto 


the Jews, Behold: your king- 
y 31. The Jews therefore, 
becauſe it was the prepara · 
tion, that the bodies ſhould 
not remain upon the croſs on 


the ſabbath · day (for that ſab- 


bath · day was an high day) 


beſought Pilate that their legs 


might be broken, and that 
they might be taken away. 
y 41. & 42. Now in the 


place where he was crucified, 


there was a garden; and in the 
garden a new ſepulchre, where - 
in was never man yet laid. 
There laid they Jeſus there- 
fore, becauſe of the Jews 


preparation · day, for the ſe- 


pulchre was nigh at hand. 


fire I have deſired to eat this paſſover with you before I 
ſuffer. y 16. For 1 ſay unto you, I will not any more 


eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom 'of *God. 
y 17. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and faid, 
Take this, and divide it among yourſelves. y 18. ForT 
ſay unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, un- 


til the kingdom of God ſhall come. y 19. And he took 


bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave .unto them, 
faying, This is my body which is given for you: this 


do in remembrance of me. y 20, Likewiſe alſo the cup 


after ſupper, ſaying, This cup is the new teftament in my 


blood, which is ſhed for you. 


From the account here given by the three evangeliſts, 
the following propoſitions ſeem evident. 1 $67 
I. That the day on which the paſſover was to be killed, 
which was the 14th of Niſan, was called, though improper. 
ly, the firſt of unleavened bread. — Exod. xii. 6.— And 
« ye ſhall keep it up until the 14th day of the ſame month: 
« and the whole aſſembly of the congregation of Iſrael ſhall 
« kill it in the evening,” — compared with Lev. xxiii. 5, 6. 
In the 14th of the firſt month at even is the Lord's paſſover. 
. «6 And 


a John, I. That ſupper * before our Saviour mm 


Tar 1}. 
r And on the t5th day of the ſame month is the feaſt of 
« unleavened bread unto the Lord: ſeven days ye muſt eat 


4 uunleavened bread.” — And Numb. xxviii. 16, 17. © And in 


4 the 14th.day of the firſt month js the paſſover of the Lord, 
c And in the -15th day of this month is the feaſt : ſeven 
« days ſhall unleavened bread be eaten.“ So Joſephus ſays, 
the paſſover was ſaid to laſt ſeven days, if reckoned from 
the day of the feaſt ; or eight days, if reckoned from the 
tay it was killed. - 

II. That what the diſciples were deſirous to prepare was 
the legal paſſover : 8. Mark xiv. 12. * Where thou mayſt 
« eat the paſſover.”. 

III. That our Saviour himſelf — ordered them to 
prepare the paſſover; and ſaid he would eat it: He ſent ;” 
“ Go and ſay;“ — The Maſter faith —I ſhall eat the 


_ « paſſover,” 


IV. They made ready as Jeſus apnea and that 


was the paſſover. 


V. All this was done on the day the paſſover muſt. be 
killed ; ; that is, on the 14th of Niſan. | 
| VI. There is a plain diſtinction of two days in this ace 
count, according to the Jewiſh way of reckoning, whereby 
the day began at ſix in the evening; for the Gil iples came 
to Jeſus on the ſame day on which the paſſover was to be 
killed, between the two evenings : they had their directions, 
went, found the man bearing the pitcher, and made ready 
the paſſover ; all which would take up ſome time; and 


then — © When even was come,” — « In the evening he 


* cometh,” — «© When the hour was come, he fat” (or lay) 


„ down ;? which plainly ſhows, that the evening was not 


come when the diſciples were ſent, that was on the 14th ; 
but the even was come when he. ſat n that was the 


15th. 


VII. The ſupper, this paſſover, 1 now eat with his 
diſciples, was what he had earneſtly deſired to eat of; there · 
fore not a common meal. 

VIII. It was what he would no more eat of, till it was 


fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 


IX. and laſely, The cup he now drank of was the fruit of 
the vine, a name appropriated to the paſchal cup, as has been 
often proved; and of this likewiſe he ſays, he will drink 
no more until the kingdom of God ſhall come. 

On the other hand, it ſeems to be poſitively affirmed by 
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ed his diſciples feet ; and, yet it was mull before the feaſt of 
the paſſover..  , + {11.0871 Dang, 
That Judas was „ gde to be ee e to buy 
ſomewhat m_—_ the falk the feaſt * was not Jer 

III. That it was night when, {omodiately lter: recet 
viog the ſop, hogs: Sooke: not bo 3 ww hong Judas 
Went out. 3 26 1 


V. That — fours had not eaten the: e ig when Jefos 


was led to the hall of judgment; for they went not in, leſt 


they ſhould be defiled, but that they might eat the paſſover: 
whence it is concluded, that the time of cating the paſſover 
was not yet come; and therefore that the bleſſed Jefus had not 


eat the lamb, but only a vicarious e unleavened 


prong, with bitter herbs, &c. 1 
VI. That after our Saviour was 0, it Was ; ill. the 


| bwoparaion, and called a few hours before, 1he preparation 
of the paſſaver; therefore the paſſover was not yet come. 


VII. and laſtly, The day following was the Sabbath, as 


all allow, and that Sabhath - day, that particular Sabbath, was 


an high day; which ſeems to point it out as the 15th of Ni- 
ſan, the firſt of the feaſt of unleavened bread, ſtrictly ſo 
called; of which Joſephus ſays, Antig. I. 3. On the 15th 
4 day the feaſt of unleavened bread follows the paſſover, 
tc and laſts ſeven days.“ As alſa, J. 2. he lays, © We keep 
< that feaſt eight day 5 pony from the 14th: day of the - 
# month.“ | 

As both theſe accounts are from inſpired writers, the au- 
thotity of the one cannot be ſet againſt that of the other; 
both ate certainly true, and which ever appears to any one 
moſt clear and expreſs, he muſt ſhow, how the other can be 


fal ly reconciled to . As the joint teſtimony of the three 


ſeems to me unanſwer able, I ſhall therefore beg leave to be. 
git, by ſhowing how St John may be reconciled to them. 
And, I. As to ſupper being ended, Dr Hammond, who is 
with Mr Kennedy in the main, explains, i in the margin of his 
paraphraſe on this chapter, the expreſſion, * ſupper being 
% ended,” — by, ©: ſupper being come,” or, “at ſupper- 
# linie“ aud refers to y 12. In the paraphraſe itſelf, he 
5 5 ſendefs 


1 „ 3 | 
renders the words thus: © When he was at ſupper.” Now, 
y 12. mentions our Saviour's fitting down again, and enter- 
ing into a diſcourſe wich his. diſciples, after waſhing their 
feet, to ſhew the reaſon of what he had been doing; after 
which he ſaid, ! Verily verily. one of you ſhall hetray me? 
which St Matthew tells us was ſaid as they did eat: there- 
fore ſupper was not ended when he waſhcd: the diſciples feet, 
ſince they. were yet eating when thoſe things were ſaid, as 
ſays St Matthew; and they were ſaid after the waſhing, as 
ſays St John: Our Saviour therefore might waſh his diſciples 
feet before the feaſt. of paſſover, and yer eat it immediately 
after. But beſides, the feaſt of paſſover is taken in a double 
ſenſe, as will appear by the anſwer to the difficulty raiſed 
from chap. xviii. 28. which I paſs to directly, both becauſe it 
is the molt conſiderable of any, and becauſe explaining it 
will help to explain the reſt. Thus it ſtandss 
They went not into the judgment-hall leſt they ſhould be 

defiled ; becauſe, being defiled, they could not eat the paſ- 
ſover : therefore the paſſover was yet to be eaten. | 
Nou, in anſwer to this, it will appear, 1/2, That defiling 
themſelves by eommerce with the - Gentiles on the day the 
paſſover was to be killed, could not prevent their cating the 
paſchal-lamb ; for that was to be eaten at ſooneſt the begin- 
ning of the next day. 24ly, That what was here ſpoken 
of was not the paſchal lamb ; but the facrifices to be offer- 
ed on the 15th day of the month, the firſt, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
of the feaſt of unleavened bread. $364 +} 
-. 1/2, The defilement could not make them unfit to eat the 
lamb, for it continued only till the evening, Lev. xi. 24. 
« And for theſe ye ſhall be unclean; whoſoever toucheth 
$ the carcaſe of them, ſhall be unclean until the even,” 
r. 2d [x57 535 | | 

But the lamb was to be eaten on the night following the 
44th, on which it was killed; therefore, in the beginning of 
the 15th day, according to the Jews method of beginning the 
day at ſix o' clock in the evening. Le ſhall keep it up until 
« the 14th day of the fame month: and the whole aſſembly 
* of the congregation of Iſrael ſhall kill it in the evening, 
SAIWNT (between the. two evenings, as in the mar. 
gin) © And they ſhall eat the fleſh in that night, roſt with 
« fire, and unleavened bread, and with bitter herbs they ſhall 
“eat it; Exod. xii. 6. 8. And at midnight” (i. e. probably 
when they had juſt finiſhed what was commanded them 
y 41 c. and were ſtanding ready with their ſtaff in gw 

. . 
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Sc.) © the Lord ſmote all the firſt· born,“ 29. This 
circumſtance, therefore, of their fearing to be defiled, in- 
ſtead of proving it to be the 14th day, proves the direct con- 
trary; for nothing relating to the paſſover was to be eaten 
on that day; and therefore no defilement to be feared on that 
account. nn 8621193. 3% PS, 
.* 24ly, Therefore, what is here called the paſſtver, was 
not the lamb, bur the other ſacrifices. And for calling them 
by this name, we have expreſs ſcripture · authority: for, 
Deut. xvi. 2. it is ſaid, ! Thou ſhalt therefore ſacrifice.the 
e paſſover unto the Lord thy God, of the flock, and of the 
* herd.” Now, by the mention of the herd here, which 
means bullocks or calves, it is plain the ſacrifices on the feaſt. 
day and days following were called the paſſpver; and of 
theſe, as well as of the lamb, no unclean perſon could eat; 
and as theſe were offered at the uſual ſolemn hours in the 
day-time, entering the judgment-hall muſt have diſabled i m 
(the ſcribes, &c.) from eating of them. act 
This chief difficulty thus removed, the others will ſeem 
triffing.— Our Saviour's command to Judas, to buy things 

needful againſt the feaſt, will naturally now be underſtood of 
thoſe other ſacrifices to be offered on the 15th day, and the 
days following. For as to the paſſover, the three evangeliſts 
tell us expreſsly the diſciples had made ready for it: and 
hence will appear how needleſs the conjecture of thoſe, who, 
ſuppoſing our Saviour to have eaten the lamb, to avoid the 
ſeeming force of this text againſt it, have endeavoured to 
diſtinguiſh this ſupper, at which our Saviour waſhed his diſ- 
ciples feet, from the paſchal ſupper ; though they appear to 
be one and the ſame from innumerable circumſtanees, and 
hare ever been looked upon as ſuch, even by thoſe who dif- 
fer from each other as to the eating the paſchal lamb. 

With regard to the texts mentioning Friday as the prepa · 
ration of the paſſover, they explain one another. The Jews 
uneaſineſs was, leſt the bodies ſhould remain on the croſs on 
the Sabbath - day; and St Mark ſays, it was the day before 
the Sabbath, by way of explanation. St Luke ſays, it was 
the preparation; to what? why, to the Sabbath: And the 
Sabbath drew on, Luke xxiii. 54.; and that Sabbath day, 
that particular Sabbath, was an high day. The preparation 
to the paſſover, meaning thereby the day on which the paſſ- 
over was to be ſlain, it could not well be called, conſider- 
ing the hour at which the chief prieſts came to Pilate ; for 


the lamb by that time was ſlain, according to Mr Kennedy, 


Oc. 


ny, 

cc. But it was ſtill the preparation of the Sabbath; and 
ealled the preparation of the paſſover, only becauſe it 
was the preparation of the paſchal Sabbath, that Sabbath 
which fell within the limits of the feaſt; and therefore called 
by way of eminence, the Sabbath, (Lev. xxiii. 11. An 
ehe ſhall wave the ſheaf before the Lord, to be accepted 
« for you: on the morrow after the Sabbath the prieſt ſhall 
« wave it. y 15. And ye ſhall count unto you from the 
«© morrow after the Sabbath, &c._), and here ſaid to be an 
bigh days + + e 
Having now done with the objections properly ſeriptural, 
let us confider thoſe taken from the ſuppoſed difference, as to 
the manner of eating this paſfover, and that in which the 
lamb is eommanded to be eaten. The lamb was to be eaten 
with the loins girded, the ſtaff in hand, Exod. xii. 11. But 
Jeſus ſat (or lay) down, &c.; therefore, ſays Mr Kennedy, 
« unleſs we ſuppoſe that Jeſus eat the paſſover contrary to 
the law. we muſt conclude that he did not eat that paſſover 
at all,” p. 657. So, on the other ſide, it may be ſaid, there 
is no ſuch thing mentioned in ſcripture as a vicarious pafſover 
of bitter herbs, &c.'; nay, even where proviſion is made for 


ſuch as could not be preſent on the 14th of the firſt month. 


It is plain that they were to kill and eat the lamb on the 
14th and 145th-of the ſecond month; but not to ſupply its 
place by any other feaſt, (Numb. ix. II. 12, © The four- 
e teenth day of the ſecond month at even they ſhall keep it, 
« and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. — They 
“ ſhall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any 
© bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the paſſover, 
they ſhall keep it) ;” and therefore our Saviour, who came 
to fulfill the law, would not keep fuch a feaſt It might alſo 
be ſaid, that whereas it is expreſsly faid, Numb. ix. 13. 


«© The man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and for- 


« beareth to keep the paſſover ; that ſoul ſhall be cut off” 
It is therefore unlikely, that our Saviour, who came to ful. 
fill the law, ſhould invite his diſciples to a vicarious paſſover, 
when they were to keep the real one on the next day ; un- 
likely that they ſhould do it without any queſtion, and, ag 


far as appears, ſhould neglect the obſerving the true paſſover 


the next day. But this way of arguing is, I think, raſh. 
Our duty is to inquire into matters of fact, what our Lord 
did, for that was certainly right ; and not to make our own 


ſuppoſals, and ſay, this or that he could not do; nor again, 
he had power to change his own laws, and therefore he did 


fo 


— ————-— — —— 


* — — 


EEK nr oe OE A : "IRE N _ — — 


16 ] 


fo in. this or that inſtance, unleſs we are very ſure of the 
fact. But let us conſider the orders given for keeping the 
firſt paſſover, ſet down Exod. xii. from 3. to y 14. The 
orders here are very full; and yet, it is plain, they do not 
contain the whole of what was ſaid to Moſes; for when he 
rchearſes the command to the elders, y 21. (* Then Moſes 
“ called for all the elders of Iſrael, and [ſaid unto them, 
c Draw: out and take you a lamb, according to your fami- 
lies, and kill the paſſover “); he adds theſe circumſtances 
immediately following in the 22d verſe. & And ye ſhall take 
4 a bunch of hyſſop, and dip it in the blood that is in the ba · 
“ fon, and ſtrike the lintel and the two ſide. poſts with the 
ic blood that is in the baſon: and none of you ſhall go out 
te at the door of his houſe until the morning; which he 
certainly did not add of his own bead; and the other cir- 
cumſtances he does not repeat: that is, it is not ſaid in that 
place that he did repeat them. It is ſaid by our bleſſed 
Saviour, St Mark vii. 13. that the jews had made the word 
of God of none effect by their traditions, and we with ju- 
ſtice complain of the church of Rome for ſetting up mere 
eral tradition, in oppoſition to ſeripture, or at leaſt making 
it equal with it. But we are, I think, too haſty when we 
therefore reject all traditions whatever; when we repreſent 
to ourſelves, as ſome do, the whole Jewiſh nation at the 
time Moſes was ſent to them as totally ignorant of revela- 
tion, and as receiving from him a written law, containing the 
Whole revealed will of God to man. It is this which makes 
the law of Moſes be reflected on as imperfect, as inſiſting 
only on outward ceremonies ; as being harſh in its pre- 
cepts, and as ſetting forth only temporal rewards and pu- 
niſhments. But this was not the caſe; God had revealed 
himſelf from the beginning, both as to moral duties and 
religious ceremonies; ſuch as ſacrifices, -&c. See Gen. iv. 
3. 4. 5. © And in proceſs of time it came to paſs, that 
e Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto 
e the Lord; and Abel he alſo brought of the firſtlings of 
« his flock, and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had 
tt reſpect unto Abel and to his offering; but unto Cain and 
„to his offering he had not reſpect.” Chap. viii. 20. 21. 
And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, and took of 
every clean beaſt, and of every clean fowl, and offered 
FE burnt-offerings on the altar. — And the Lord ſmelled a 
„ ſweet ſavour, Gc. —— This religion had been preſerved 
by tradition, (Gen, xviii.. 19. For I know him, [A- 

—— © braham}, 


1 


"a brabam), that he will command his children, and his 
„ houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the 


« Lord, to do juſtice and judgment ; that the Lord may 
„ bring upon Abraham that which he hath ſpoken of him,“) 


to the death of the patriarchs; one of whom, 5. e. Levi, 


had been dead but ſixty-· three or ſixty- fou years when the 
Iſraelites came out of Egypt; in which ſpace of time, 
though they were perſecuted, and denied the out ward exer- 
ciſe of their religion, it would be ſtrange to think they had 
quite forgotten it : beſides that there appears no traces of 


ſuch” crane. + Moſes,” it is plain, feared God, and 
4 preferred the reproach of Chrift to the being called the 
% fon of Pharaoh's daughter ;? Heb. xi. 24. — 26: Aaron 


his brother, Caleb and Joſhua, and, doubtleſs, many o- 
thers, had preſerved the true worſhip of God by tradition, 
What God ſaw fit ſhould be committed to writing, was 
written by Moſes, and it was chiefly the new laws given to 


Iſrael as his peculiar people, and with an intent to ſeparate 
them from other nations. As for other parts of religion, 


both moral and ceremonious, which were known before, 
they needed not to be repeated, or were at leaſt but ſlightly 
mentioned, except that ſummary of moral duties given 


from Mount Sinai: and, doubtleſs, many things alſo con. 


cerning the Jewiſh law were likewiſe committed to the care 
of the prieſts, and preſerved by tradition; for our Saviour 
himſelf ſends the people to them for inſtruction, (S. Matth. 
XXxiii. 2, 3. The ſcribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes? ſear : 
« all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that ob- 
«ſerve and do; but do not ye after their works, for they 
e fay, and do not,” &c.), though he blames the prieſts 
themſelves for their corruptions. The author to the He- 
brews has preſerved one tradition, which is mentioned no 
where elſe in ſcriptpre; and that is, the ceremony of mixing 
water with the blood which was ſprinkled at the eſtabliſhing 
of the covenant at Mount Sinai; the ſame was probably 
done at the firſt paſſover, for blood cannot well be ſprinkled 
without it. In imitation. of this ſignificant ceremony, the 
primitive church always mixed water with the wine, in the 
holy euchariſt; and thought they followed the example of 
Chriſt · in ſo doing; and many other things they likewile 
practiſed as apoſtolical traditions. We are not therefore to 
go to the letter' of the law, and ſuppoſe the Jews could 
praQtiſe nothing but what we ſee there written; ſince the 
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might be brought to the ſame effect. 


blood of the firſt lambs was ſprink 


1 48 ] 
paſſage above from Exodus, and this from the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, ſhew the contrary; and many other paſſages 


KN 112 
. 


Mr Kennedy grants, and others have ſhewed, from 
2 Chron. xxx. 15. 16. and xxxv. 11. 13. that, after the 
Iſraelites were eome into the promiſed land, the lambs for 


the paſſover were not killed in each one's houſe, but in the 
temple by the prieſts; nor was the blood put upon the door, 


but offered at the altar; and the ſame appears from Jo- 


ſephus: yet we find no mention in ſcripture of any com- 


mand for this change, nor are told when it was introduced ; 
and who can ſay the change, as to the manner of eating the 
paſſover, was not made at the ſame time, and all, by divine 
command? As eating in haſte with their loins girt, and 
their ſtaff in hand, was expreſſive of their condition when 
waiting every moment for a command to leave Egypt; ſo, 
ſitting, or lying down in a poſture of reſt, may be thought 
as expreflive of their ſtate when delivered from bondage, 
and ſettled in the land of Canaan : and it is to be obſerved, 


that theſe ceremonies, the ſtanding with Joins girded, &c. 


are never mentioned after the firſt command; though the 
law for keeping the paſſover, the day, and other circum- 
ſtances, are frequently repeated. Some have obſerved, and 
that with good grounds, a conformity in this very reſpect, 
between the ſacrifice of the paſſover in Egypt, and. the 
death of Chriſt on the croſs ; and between the commemo- 
rations of that paſſover, in all ſucceeding years, and the 
commemorative ſacrifice of the holy euchariſt, As the 
| [ed on the. wood, the 
door-poſts and lintel, not on any altar; ſo the blood of 
Chriſt was poured out on the, croſs ; but the blood in the 
ſubſequent paſſovers,. and the cup which it repreſented, are 
offered with the commemorative lamb, and the repreſenta, 
tive body, on the altar of God. As the firſt ſacrifice. of 
the lamb was properly propitiatory, ſince by it the Iſraelites 
were ſaved from the deſtroying angels, and the paſchal ſa. 
crifice was only a commemoration of that deliverance though 
itſelf a ſacrifice; ſo the ſacrifice of Chriſt once offered, was 
the only propitiation for the ſins of mankind; and the ſa - 
crifice of the holy euchariſt is a memorial of it, and no o- 
therwiſe propitiatory than by virtue of the ſame. _ 

Mr K ennedy ſeems to infer ſomewhat from the circum- 


ſtance of the ſop, as if inconſiſtent with a roaſted lamb; 
nd mentions the command, 5 That it ſhould not be eaten 


Ex aW. 


3 
1% raw, nor ſodden with water.” Now, though it does not 
appear why a ſop might not be dipped in the diſh with the 
roaſted lamb, yet it may be worth while. here to obſerve, 
from Dr Hammond, (S. John xiii. 26. Jeſus anſwered, 
« Heit is to whom I ſhall give a ſop, when I have dip- 
« ped it,“) that what is called a ſop, does not neceſſarily 
imply a piece of bread moiſtened, but. was one of thoſe 
pieces diſtributed, after the paſſover, according to a cuſtom. 
among the Jews, in token of charity or brotherly affection; 


and that the dipping expreſſes no more than putting the 
hand into the diſh for to take it. | | 
. © Theſe are the chief objections I have. met with as to our 
Saviour's eating the paſſover, and completely fulfilling the 
law, before he ſuffered: but perhaps theſe arguments them- 
ſelves have had leſs weight with many people, than the ſup- 
poſed propriety they think they find in our bleſſed Saviour's 
dying at the very moment the lamb was ſlain in the temple. 
That he died about the time the continual burnt-offering was 
offered in the temple, is certain ; that he diedat the time when, 
according to what Mr Kennedy reckons the patriarchal compu- 
tation, the paſſover ſhould have been killed, may likewiſe be 
granted; but that the Jews did kill the paſſover on that day is 
another queſtion : beſides, as to the hour and minute, it is im- 
poſſible; for, when ſo many thouſand lambs were to be killed 
in the temple, it could not be done at any preciſe moment. 
Nay, the offering of the one lamb for the continual burnt- 
offering ſeems not to have been ſo confined, | Joſephus, as 
quoted by Mr Kennedy, p. 664. ſays, They killed the 
« paſchal lamb, from the ninth to the eleventh hour, i. e. 
« from three in the afternoon till five; in the remaining 
% hour of the day they roaſted it; at the ſetting of the ſun 
they were to eat it:“ that is to ſay, in the beginning of 
the next day, the 15th of Niſan ; for all the hours of the 
14th day are expreſsly ſaid by Joſephus to be paſſed before 
they began to eat: and, beſides, the command, Exodus 
xii. 8. is, Ye ſhall eat it in that night,” i. e. after ſunſet 
and before midnight, which was the time the firſt-born 
were killed. Mr Kennedy, p. 652. ſeems to inſiſt much 
upon the Hebrew word EY QA 752 rendered between the 
two evenings ; as if it meant an individual point, between 
the decline of the day from noon, and the end of it at fix 
o' clock ; that is to ſay, as if three was the preciſe time for 
killing the paſſover, I ſhould rather have underſtood be- 
tween the tuo evenings to mean the whole time from three 
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of clock on the 14th day, properly called the evening or laſt 
part of that day, and ſix o' clock, when that evening began, 
which was to be the firſt part of the 15th day. The word 
is 'uſed only in a few places of the Bible; but the meaning 
of it may, I think, be gathered with certainty from -the 
1ſt of Kings xvüi. 29. 36. And it came to pals, when 
% mid day was paſſed, and they propheſied until the time 
ee of the offering of the evening ſacrifice,” At the time 
* of the offering of the evening ſacrifice,” compared with 
Numb. xxviii. 4. © The one lamb ſhalt thou offer in the 
* morning, and the other lamb ſhalt thou offer at even; 
« ODD.“ In the laſt of theſe texts, the time fo rof- 
fering the evening-lamb for the continual hurnt-offering, 
is expreſſed by the ſame Hebrew word, and rendered in the 
margin in the ſame manner, i. e. between the two even- 
ings But when we turn to the account of Elijah's ſacrifice 
in the former texts, we find that the prophets of Baal pro- 
pheſied until the offering of the NNJD, that is, as in our 
tranſlation, till the time of the offering of the evening ſa - 
erifice; then Elijah, y 30. 31. 32. 33- 34. and 35. called 
the people to him ; he repaired the altar ; dug the trench, 
and filled it with water; all which muſt take up ſome time; 
and yet at laſt began his prayer at the time of the offering 


of the evening-ſacrifice. — So likewiſe the Iſraelites, how- 


ever diſtant, offered their prayers to God about the time of 
the evening or morning oblation. All which ſhews, that 
the word vſed for the time of offering the evening-oblation, 
and for killing the paſſover, does not imply a preciſe mo- 
ment of time; as indeed, from the nature of the things, it 
could not. The ſame may be ſaid as to the prophecies 
of Daniel, with regard to the time when the Meſſiah was 
to be cut off; which Mr Kennedy makes to be accompliſhed 
even to a moment. I ſhall not ſay much on the ſubject; for it 
would carry us too far. 1 ſhall only obſerve, that the truth of 
the prophecy would not be affected by the difference of an 
hour, a day, or even of a month, ſince the time mentioned 
expreſſes nothing further than ſo many weeks of years, or 
a half week; that is, three years and a half at moſt. But 
beſides, the prophecy may be completed at the death of the 
Meſſiah, ſo many ſolar or lunar years being revolved: but 
this again will no wiſe affect the queſtion, Whether the day 
on which it was completed was the 14th or 1<th of Niſan; 
the paſſover-day, or the day of the feaſt? for theſe cir- 
cumſtances are not mentioned in the prophecy at all. 
| | _ Having 


Having now, I think, taken notice of all the material ob 
jeclions to the notion I am defending; I beg the reader to 
turn back once more to the collection of texts from ſerip- 
ture, and obſerve with me a few things. 1/4, The chief 
ſtreſs of the argument lies upon a trifſing circumſtance, .viz.. 
Whether our Saviour came to Jeruſalem about ſix o' clock, 
at which time it was ſun-ſet, or ſome time after? If he 
came about fix, then the orders were given before ſix, i. e. 
on the 14th day, and the ſupper was eat on the 15th: but if. 
the ſupper was eat on the 14th, then the whole of what is 
mentioned, muſt have paſſed after ſix o'clock ; for it was on 
the day the paſſover muſt be killed, that the orders were 
given. Now, is it probable that our Saviour, being yet at 
a diſtance, ſhould ſend his diſciples to find out the gueſt-, 

chamber ; that they ſhould go and prepare ; that he ſhould 

eome and fit down; and all this to be done after ſun-ſet : 

aſpecially when all the three evangeliſts diſtinguiſh the day 
on which the paſſover muſt be killed, from the evening when 


% : ; 


they came and fat down? 2dly, Our bleſſed Saviour faith, 


e With deſire I have deſired to eat this paſſover with you 
te before I ſuffer.” If we conſider this ſupper as the legal 
paſſover, we ſee in it the complete fulfilling of the law, 
which Jeſus came not to deſtroy, but to fulfill; we ſee in 
it agoncluſion of the ſhadow, in order to make way for the 
truth; an end put to the Moſaic diſpenſation by the molt ſo- 


lemn ceremony of it: And can we be then at a loſs for the 


reaſon, why the bleſſed Jeſus ſhould ſo earneſtly deſire to eat 
this paſſover, and eſtabliſh the new one, ſince this was the 
very purpoſe for which he came into the world ? But if this 
was no more but an ordinary ſupper, it does not appear, why 
he ſo much deſired to eat it. --3dly, He ſays, & I will not 
« any more eat thereof till it be fulfilled.” Till what be ful - 
filled? The things typified by the paſſover certainly; for 
there could be nothing in an ordinary ſupper to be fulfilled : 
and therefore the paſſover muſt be the ſupper he was going 
to eat of, and which he had deſired ; for the ſame expreſ- 
ſions cannot be underſtood to mean two different things. 
Again, the cup after ſupper, the fruit of the vine, i plain- 
ly diſtinguiſhed by St Luke rom the euchariſtic cup, d 
our Lord declares he will drink no more of it, —— If this 
was the paſchal cup, and the ſupper the lamb, then we 
words were verified; for he never kept another paſſyver with 
his diſciples : but if it was an ordinary ſupper, how was it 
fulfilled ? for the Apoſtles witneſs, that they did cat and dri = 
| wi 
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with him after he ods from the dead, Acts x. 41. MET And 
e he took it,” (the broiledfiſh), 5 and did eat before them, 
St Luke xxiv. 43.— And now, as a concluſion, which may 
be agreeable to ſome readers, I will endeavour, as well as I 
am able, to ſet in one view all the circumſtances of this 
great tranſaction, and point out thoſe peculiar beauties which 
have ſtruck me init, and which I have not met with in thoſe 
authors I have read. Should I ſay any thing that may ap- 
pear new, I am fo far from being vain of the diſcovery, that 
I own it needs an apology; and what I ſhall ſay for myſelf 
is only this, that the doctrines upon which theſe notions are 
grounded, are far from being novel doctrines, but are, on 
the contrary, ſuch as were believed by the primitive church, 


and acknowledged by the beſt divines both in Scotland and | 


England, not to mention thoſe of other countries. 
On the 14th day of the month, the firſt of bolesve bed 
bread, when the paſſover muſt be killed, Jeſus ſendeth two 


of his diſciples, Peter and John, to prepare for him to eat 


the paſſover; and for a ſign whereby to find a fit place, directs 
them to follow a man bearing a pitcher of water; which ſign 


has been ſuppoſed to repreſent baptiſm, the firſt neceſſary re- 
quiſite for ſuch as are to partake of the true paſſover. The 


diſciples did as Jeſus commanded, and in a large upper room 
(probably one of thoſe commonly called ſo, and made uſe 
of by the Jews for religious purpoſes) they made ready the 
paſſover. When even was come, the hour appointed by the 
law, that is, the beginning of the 15th day, Jeſus came with 
his diſciples, and lay down, according to the uſual manner, 
the beloved diſciple lying in his boſom, i. e. being on 


his right hand, or, as it were before him; for the man- 
ner was, to lean. on the left elbow. Here paſſed ' the 


diſcourſe, in which Chriſt foretold his ſufferings, 'and 
declared aloud, that one. of them ſhould betray him; 
that Peter ſhould deny him : with other things mentioned 
by St Luke only ; which however that evangeliſt does not 
place in the exact order in which they were ſaid; a circum- 
ſtance not peculiar to this part of his goſpel. —— After theſe 
diſcourſes, during which the diſciples fell into a diſpute con- 


cerning precedence, Jeſus riſeth from ſupper, ſupper being 
yet preſent, and Judas ſtill of the company, and began to 


waſh his diſciples feet, exc. The leſſon of humility here ſet 


us, our bleſſed Saviour himſelf pointed out afterwards ; but 


I don't recollect to have met with any comment. on theſe 
words of our Lord, He that is waſhed, needeth not ſave 
« to 
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« to waſh his feet.” I take them to be an alluſion to the 
cuſtom, both of Jews and Gentiles, to bathe their whole body 
in water; and I would thus paraphraſe them : © He that is 
waſhed, needeth not ſave to waſh his feet, for they may be 
ſoiled in. his journey home from the bath ; ſo he that would 
partake of the paſſover which I am going to inſtitute, muſt 
be cleanſed by baptiſm : and ye are clean, (though not all); 
yet have need to be waſhed by me from ſins of infirmity and 
Ignorance, which will too often ſurpriſe you in your pilgrim- 
age through this world.” Being ſet down, and having ex- 
plained to them what he had done; and having again men- 
tioned that he ſhould be beirayed ;' Simon Peter gave a ſign 
to John, who,. being near his maſter, privately aſked him 
who it ſhould be? and was anſwered by the token of the (op, 
or piece. of bread, which ſeems to have been given to Judas 
before the other diſciples, (the po/?-cenium not being yet), as 
the laſt trial of his hard heart ; for, immediately after, he 
went out, though it is plain the reſt ſat yet ſome time. Af. 
ter that he was gone out, paſſed all the diſcourſe mentioned 
in the end of the 13th and the whole of the 14th chapter of St 
John; in which are many things peculiarly ſuited to the oc- 
caſion; as, the command to love each other, which was to be 
the ſymbol by which his diſciples ſhould be known; the fore- 
telling more ſolemnly than ever that he was now to leave 
them, and comforting them with hopes of his return ; en- 
couraging them to aſk in his name, which is particularly un- 
derſtood of thoſe petitions offered up with his ſacrifice, to 
which ſenſe it ſeems appropriated in this place, they never 
having had the opportunity of fo aſking before; and, laſtly, 
the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt. He finiſhes with theſe words, 
« Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince 
« of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. But that 
© the world may know that I love the Father; and as the 
« Father gave me commandment, even ſo I do. . Ariſe, let 
© us go hence.” The firſt of theſe verſes at firſt ſight con- 
veys, I think, no very diſtinct idea : “ I will not talk much 
« with you.” He could not, being ſo ſoon to depart. 
« 'The prince of this world cometh.” — Who is here meant? 
If underſtood of the death he was to ſuffer from the Roman 
governor, what mean the following words, He hath no- 
thing in me?” If we compare the paſt diſcourſe with the 
following chapters, xv. and xvi. we find the diſciples in the 
former eagerly aſking queſtions ; in the latter we find them 
flently attending, till towards the concluſion, hearing their 
. maſter 
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maſter ſay, © Yet a little while,” &c. they begin to whiſper 


among themſelves, yet privately; but he, knowing they 
were deſirous to aſk him, encourages them to it; and after 


a few words they are ſilent again; and he goes on till he con- 
eludes his diſcourſe with the heavenly prayer contained in the 
17th chapter. From this difference of behaviour in the a. 


poſtles, therefore, I would conclude, that they underſtood 


the words of our bleſſed Saviour ſomewhat to the following 
purpoſe : © ] have indulged you hitherto in familiar diſcourſe, 
aſking me queſtions freely; but now that time is paſt. I 
have promiſed you a comforter, who ſhall teach yoù all 


| things ; but as for me, I will not henceforth talk with you 


in this manner; for I am now going to perform that great 
action for which I came into this world, and to offer myſelf 
up a victim to ſuffer the whole wrath of God for man; in 
conſequence of which the prince of this world cometh : but 
though he ſhall be allowed to try me a ſecond time by a 
moſt dreadful agony, yet ſhall he find nothing in -me : but 
that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the 
Father has given me commandment, even fo I do, offering 


myſelf a free and willing ſacrifice. — Ariſe, hear now my 


laſt dying words: and after concluding the paſchal ſolemni- 
ty, and finiſhing. the work given me to do, let us go hence.” 


- — The expreſſion ariſe, ſhews certainly, that till then 


they were ſtill at the table: but I don't ſee that it neceſſarily 


follows they immediately went out, or that the diſcourſe and 


prayer, chapters xv. xvi. xvii. was ſpoken in the way to 


Sethſemane: for St John expreſsly ſays after that prayer, 


4 When Jeſus had ſpoken theſe words,” (conſequently not 
before), * he went forth with his diſciples over the brook 
% Cedron.“ Saying, * He then went forth,” 'implies, that 


till then he had remained in the houſe. - Beſides, the other 
three evangeliſts mention the hymn as the laſt thing before 


they went out; that therefore muſt come between their riſing 
from table, and their going forth; for the Jews knew 
too well the reverence due to God in his worſhip, to ſing the 
hymn, or join in the ſolemn bleſſing which accompanied the 
laſt paſchal cup, lying on beds at the table. Add to all this, 
that the words, “J am the.true vine,” Sc. ſtand quite un- 
connected, if ſpoken after they were gone out; and ſeem 
therefore abrupt; but, connected with what paſſed in the 
hovſe, they have a peculiar beauty and energy. It may be 


objected, That we ſuppoſe the paſchal lamb to be eat lying a- 


long; and why not the hymn ſung in the ſame poſture, ſince 
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it Nas à religious feaſt? It was ſo indeed; but ſo were all 


their feaſts, being all feaſts upon ſacrifice': but though they 


were doubtleſs eat in a teverent manner, yet they were not 
conſidered as acts to be performed in a poſture of devotion; 
for then muſt. they have been ever in a poſture of prayer. 

Saul fat at the feaſt of the new moon, and fo would David 
had he been preſent; 1 Sam: xx. 24. 25. © So David hid 
« hitnſelf in the field: and when the new moon was come, 


& the king fat him dowr to eat meat. And the king far up- 


on his ſeat as at other times, even upon a ſeat by the wall: 


and Jonathan aroſe, and Abner ſat by Saul's ſide, and Da. 


« vidꝰ's place was empty. The devotional part had been 


performed in the temple, and then the feaſts were celebrated 


in a poſture of reſt; but the prayers that accompanied them, 
were doubtleſs ſaid in the poſture of prayer, i. e. ſtanding. 
As St John relates ſcarce any thing but what the others omit, - 
he leaves us at liberty te fix the time of the inſtitution of the 
holy euchariſt to that part of his relation which ſhall appear 


beſt to ſuit it; and none ſeems to ſuit ſo well as this we are 
now arrived at. It has been learnedly proved by ſeveral 
authors, that our Saviour did not begin to offer himſelf 
when on the croſs ; but that his oblation, like thoſe by 
which it was typified, particularly the ſacrifice of the goat on 
the day of expiation, was not a momentary action, but a 
continued act; not fully concluded till he entered at his a- 
ſcenſion into the holy places not made with hands, by his 


own blood, there to be an high prieſt for ever : Heb. ix. 


It. 12. © But Chriſt being come an high prieſt of good things 
4 to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not 
made with hands, that is to ſay, not of this building nei- 
* ther by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
& blood, he entered in once into the holy place, having ob- 
ti tained eternal redemption for us. To ſay he did not 
offer himſelf on the croſs, is, I think, too bold an expreſ- 
ſion ; what paſſed in that dreadful moment we are not told; 
and the +-ords, * Inta thy hands I commend my ſpirit,“ are 
a kind of oblation ; but they were ſpoken when our Saviour 
was expiring on the croſs as the victim, not officiating as a 
living high prieſt. As ſuch he could not offer himſelf when 
dead; as a voluntary oblation he could ſcarcely be ſaid to 
offer himſelf when in the hands of his perſecutors, and by 
them, not bimſelf, laid on the croſs. The time, the wit- 
neſſes, of that great ſacrifice, ſeem not fo proper; it is 
therefore rightly concluded, = the ſolemn oblation of _ 


. 
Son of God, as a propitiation for the ſins of the world. was 
made by himſelf, at the inſtitution of the holy euchariſt, in a 
place, probably a place of worſhip, in the midſt of his apo - 
ſtles, who were to witneſs to the world how freely and 


. chearfully he devoted himſelf to death before any appearance 


of violence; which they could not do when he was on the 
crols, for they were then diſperſed. Our bleſſed Lord ſays, 
ſpeaking to the Father, St John xvii. 4. © I have finiſhed the 
« work thou gaveſt me to do.” How ſtrictly true was this 
expreſſion, if our Saviour had now offered the great ſacrifice 
for which he came into the world? The reſt was the work of 
his crucifiers; even as it was the prieſt's office to offer before 
the Lord both the goats on the day of atonement, to confeſs 
over the one the ſins of the people, and to carry the blood 
of the other into the holy of holies, both jointly repreſent - 
ing the one oblation of Chriſt; but the ffeſh was to be car- 
ried out by any one, and burnt without the camp, as jeſus 
alſo ſuffered. without the gate: Lev. xvi. 27. © And the bul- 
« lock for the ſin- offer ing, and the goat: for the ſin-offering, 
« whoſe blood was brought in to make atonement in the 
*« holy place, ſhall one carry forth without the camp, and 
« they ſhall burn in the fire their ſkins, and their fleſh, and 
« their dung.“ Heb. xiii. 12. Wherefore Jeſus alſo, that 
« he might ſanctify the people with his own blood, ſuffered 
« without the gate.” How literally therefore did he ſay, 
I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do? St 


John xvil. 4. ; but with what propriety could it be ſaid, if 


that action to which all others tended, was yet left undone ? 
We are accuſtomed, from our childhood, to ſee our Sa- 
viour repreſented in pictures fitting at a table, and there bleſſ- 
ing the elements, or diſtributing them, to the diſciples ; our 
imaginations are prejudiced by theſe: falſe images, contrived 
in the ages of the darkeſt ignorance, and by perſons com- 
monly but little verſed in hiſtory or divinity, however ſkilful 
in painting. Since then the imagination has been made uſe of 
to teach wrong notions, I ſhall perhaps be indulged in ſetting 
defore it, what ſeems to me a truer picture. Let us, there- 
fore, imagine the blefled \ Jeſus ſtanding before that table, 
which was now to become an altar, with the ſymbols of his 
body and blood placed before him, his diſciples, riſen at his 
command, attending in awful ſilence, till the ſolemn bleſſ- 
ing and hymn, which accompanied the poſt-cenium, (or 
«diſtribution cf bread and wine), ſhould be pronounced by 


their maſter. When the bleſſed Jeſus, with a majeſty in his 


countenance 
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_ eountenance ſuitable-to-the great occaſion, begins that noble 
diſcourſe,— © I am the true vine,” c. The practice of the 
biſbops of the primitive church is the beſt comment on the 
ſix firſt verſes of this chapter; they conſidered the holy 
euchariſt, not only as the ſymbol of unity with Chrift, and 
with each other, - but as the inſtituted means whereby we are 
made one with Chriſt, and Chriſt with us; without whom we 


can do nothing; ſeparated from whom we are but dead branch - 


es: they cut off, by the authority committed to them, 
every branch not bearing fruit, after the example of the 
2 huſbandman; they purged, by ſalutary penance, ſuch 
ranches as, though not dead, had need of purging ; and they 
had this very paſſage in view, the meaning of which can ne- 
ver be ſo evident, as when connected with the inftitution of 
the. ſacrament. Verſe 7. repeats the promiſe of granting 
what is aſked in Chriſt's name, i. e. in virtue of his obla- 
tion; even as the Jews had a regard to the time and place of 
the daily burnt-offering, where-ever abſent. The followin; 
verſes to the 13th, are an exhortation to love: For great- 
« er love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” y 18. _ an exhortation to the 
diſciples to devote themſelves to ſufferings ; to offer them» 
ſelves, their ſouls and bodies, for him, as he now offered him- 
ſelf for them. He then revives their drooping ſpirits, by re- 
peating the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhewing the ad- 
vantage of changing a corporal preſence for a ſpiritual one ; 
and yet adds, that they ſhould even fee him corporally pre- 
ſent with them again for a little while. Upon this, they 
(who were ſtill intent upon his coming to reign on earth) 
began to whiſper ; and he, knowing they were deſirous to 
aſk, explains himſelf more fully; whereupon they begin 
with more confidence to aſſert the ſteadineſs of their faith: 
but Jeſus checks their confidence, with this leſſon of humi- 
lity, — © Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour cometh 5 — 


% I have overcome the world.” Theſe words ſpake Jcſus,— 


and having performed the actions recorded by the other evan · 
geliſts, lift up his eyes to heaven, and ſaid, Father, the hour 
is come, glorify thy Son. — “ I have glorified thee,” 5.e. by the 


oblation of myſelf. 1 have finiſhed the work,” ij. e. I am 


no longer to be active, but paſſive in all which is to follow. 
J have manifeſted thy name unto the men which thou gaveſt 
« me. I pray for them. Keep thoſe thou haſt given me. 
For their ſakes I ſanctify myſelf. — Neither pray 1 for 
« theſe alone. — That they all may be one,” G. Can one 
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read this prayer, and not compare it with thoſe. in the an- 
cient liturgies ? Can one, eſpecially, conſider that expreſſion, 
.* For their ſakęs I ſanctify myſelf,”. and not eonſider it as 
the very oblatory prayer, accompanying our bleſſed Lord's 

ſacrifice? In what ſenſe could he be ſanctiſied, now, or at 
any other time, but in the ſenſe in which it is ſaid, Sancti 


« fy to me the fiſt born ?? They, or their ſubſtitutes, were 


devoted to death, and Chriſt did now devote himſelf to death 


for the ſins of mankind, We are not told, whether our Lord 


; uſed any other prayer. during this action 4 ber, are we told 


what prayers. were uſed by the Jewiſn church at their ſaeri- 
fices : but we are told, St Luke i. 13. that Zacharias uſed 
ſome prayer when he offered incenſe; for his prayer was 


heard . And therefore we muſt not, from the. filence of 


ſcripture, infer that ſacrifice was a ſilent worſhip e 


only, though in many caſes it might be ſo)ꝛ! 760 


If to all theſe conſiderations, we add the difficulties thar 
attend the common notion, that this prayer and diſcourſe 
were uttered. in the ſhort. way to the brock Cedron, and 
that in a dark and cold night, (for they bad fire within 
and lanthorns and torches without, notwithſtanding the full 
moon), walking on the way, when eleven perſons. can 
ſcarce attend to the ſpeech of one; eſpecially not to a ſpeech 
the moſt folemn and the longeſt, (except the ſermon on the 
mount, when he was. ſitting), the longeſt, I ſay, of any re · 
corded in ſcripture 3 when other diſcourſes are alſo ſaid to 
have. paſſed, particularly the, ſecond foretelling of Peter's de · 
nial. S, Mark xiv..27, ; will not all this incline us (ſince 
nothing is . ſaid to the contrary) to ſuppoſe the whole to 
have paſſed in the houſe, at the inſtitution of ihe new te- 
ſtament? After which, ending with an hymn, they went 
out, I can think but of two objections that can be made to 
what, is here ſaid: the fuſt, That S. Matthew and S. Mark 
ſay, the holy euchariſt was inſlituted as they were eating ; 
whence it is ſuppoſed they were yet at table. Bot it is al- 
lowed on all bands, that what they. were ug was the Poſts 


4 cannot help obſerving here, that what: is ald of ehm 
ſhews bis prayer was the pelition af ibe church for the coming of 
the promiſed Meſſiah 4 for the anſwer is, Thou ſhalt have a fon, 
who ſhall go before the Lord. His prayer was not for a fon;;; but 
bis prayer was heard and granted; thereſere it was for the latter 


| part of- the e te e - he mans of f bil, that he had been 
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cœnium; and 8. Luke, by mentioning the paſchal cup, 
puts it out of doubt. And why, when not one word is ſaid 


to prove it, muſt we ſuppoſe them ſitting to eat this laſt 


morſel, eſpecially when it was accompanied by the ſolemn 


benediction? The' ſecond is, That Judas has been by many 


ſuppoſed to have partook of the holy ſacrament; whereas this 
account places the inſtitution after he was gone out. But, 
without entering into the inquiry, what authorities are for 
either opinion, I ſhall only ſay, I ſhoutd rather ſuppoſe 


Judas to have gone out and returned, (for the other evan 
geliſts ſay nothing of his going out), than ſeparate the diſ- 
courſe and prayer from the inſtitution. As for S. Luke's 


adding, y 2 i. chap. xxii. © The hand of him that betmyeth 


e me is with me on the table,” which he inſerts after the 
inſtitution; that is certainly part of the ſame diſcourſe: men- 


tioned by 8. Matthew and 8. Mark, as having paſſed before. 


P 


And accordingly it is followed in S. Luke by the account of 


the diſpute concerning who ſhould be greateſt, which is al- 


lowed on all hands to have paſſed before. What therefore is 


ſaid by S8. Luke of the inſtitution, from / 17. to y 21. 
ſhovld probably be in à parentheſis; for then S. Luke's ac- 
count ſtands like that of the others. 1,057 , Ao 
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And now I will beg leave to return to chronology, and 


aſk the favour of Mr Kennedy; or any other calculator, 


to conſider one text of ſcripture, which I was ſurpriſed to 


find wanting in the collection of texts of that kind in the 
. Complete Syſtem, p. 87. J mean, the account of the paſſage 


of Jordan, from Joſhua, the th co the 1oth, 1 ith, and i 3th 
verſes of the 5th chapter. They paſſed Jordan eee, 


day of the firſt month, i. e. at the vernal equinox; the 


kept the paſſover on the 14th day in the plains of Jericho : 
And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the mor- 


“ row "after the paſſover, unleavened cakes and parched 
corn in the ſelf-ſame day. And the manna ceaſed on the 
© morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land, 
% c. They had been in the promiſed land four complete 
days, yet the manna' continued. The reaſon of this will be 
found Lev. xxili. 10: to y 16. They might not eat of the corn 
of the land till the: wave-ſheaf, that is, the firſt-fruits of the 
harveſt, had been offered to the Lord; and this was to be 


done on the morrow after the Sabbath, that Sabbath · day which 


was an high day, becauſe it fell within the paſchal week. 
For that this was the very Sabbath, is plain; for it is ſaid, 


* 
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they eat unleavened bread. of the old corn. This 
day of offering the firſt fruits is very remarkable: it was 
the regulator of the feaſt of Pentecoſt;; for they were to 
number ſeven Sabbaths from this day, and on the mor- 
row after the ſeventh Sabbath the feaſt of weeks or Pen. 
tecoſt was to be obſerved: ſo that both theſe feaſts, and 
the octave of the laſt, were to be kept always on a Sun- 
day; thereby preſerving (as Mr Kennedy rightly obſerves) 
the memory of the patriarchal Sabbath, and typifying Chriſt, 
who was on that day to riſe from the dead. On the firſt of 
theſe days the firſt-fruits of the early harveſt were to be of- 
. fered ; that is, the wave ſneaf; and on that day our Saviour 
roſe ſrom the dead, the firſt-frujrs of them that ſleep,” On 
the laſt of theſe days, I mean the day of Pentecoſt, the two 
loaves were offered as the firſt-fruits of the latter harveſt; on 
the ſame day the law was ,given from Mount Sinai, and on 
the ſame day alſo'the new law was given by the deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and 3000 converts were offered up to God 
as the firſt-fruits' of the preaching of the apoſtles — Mt 
Kennedy obſerves, when fixing the commencement of time, 
that the command of keeping the 1 5th day of the ſeventh 
month, at the revolution or end of the year, ſhews plain- 
ly the year was twofold ; for the year could not end at 
the ſeventh month: and he hence likewife concludes, that it 
was an original feaſt in memory of the creation, as well as 
a thankſgiving for the ingathering of vines and olive- yards. 
It was alſo, at the Exodus, ordained to be kept as the feaſt 
of tabernacles, in memory of the dwelling in tents in the 
wilderneſs : but had that alone been the deſign of it, it 
ſhould have been fixed to the vernal equinox; for that, and 
not the autumnal, was the time they came out of Egypt *; 
but it was alſo typical of Chriſt, who, as St John tells us, 
was to pitch his tabernacle among men, and is thought by 
many, as well as Mr Kennedy, to have been born at that 
very feaſt. On the firſt of this ſame ſeventh month was the 
feaſt of trumpets at the new moon, perhaps in remembrance 
of the new creation after the deluge, when the poſition of 
the Juminaries, Mr Kennedy ſays, were inverſed, and the 
new moon coincided with the equinox, as the full moon did 
at the creation; perhaps it was alſo typical of the revolution 

lt is remarkable, that the command of keeping the 1 5th day 
is twice repeated at large Lev. xxiii. ; firſt from y 34. to y 36.— 
then y 39. to y 44. and eath time alſo the keeping the 8th day is 
mentioned; which ſecms to imply a denble reaſon for its hg” 


300 / »» 


that the firſt fruits were then offer 
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of all things. 8o likewiſe the feaſt of the paſſover was in re- 


membrance of the deliverance from Egypt, and typical of 


the deliverance of mankind from the flavery of fin ; but in- 
ſeparably connected with it was this feaſt on the morrow 


after the paſſover, originally a thankſgiving for the bleſſingss 


beſtowed by the great giver" of all things, an acknowledg- 
ment of his ſupreme dominjon, and a typical repreſentation 
of him who was to riſe from the dead that day, which very 
day it ſeems to have been the intention of the Chriſtian 
church to celebrate through all generations. Laſtiy, The 


feaſt of Pentecoſt was a thankſgiving for the harveſt, a me: 
morial of the . the law, as being fifty days after the 


4550 Sabbath, a memorial of the patriarchal Sabbath, as, 
xcing always on a Sunday, and a type of the new law, 


Which was to be given on that ſame day. But, all this 


while, 1 bave not mentioned what 1 would infer from 
7 iv. &c, as to chronology. It is in ſhort this: 
t is mentioned there, that they did not eat of the old corn 
till ſuch a day; from Lev. xxiii, I have ſhewed, that the 
reaſon why they began to eat of it only on that day was, 

en of — for they were expreſſ· 
ly forbid to taſte of it before: but the day on which they 
began to eat, is by Joſhua called the morrow after the paſ⸗ 
ſover ; therefore I think we may with certainty conclude, 
that the paſſover was that year on a Sabbath - day, ſince the 
morrow after the Sabbath was the morrow after the paſſover. 
Hence, therefore, is the day of the week, Sunday, connected 
with the 16th day of the firſt month at the vernal equinox. 
This, therefore, feems to be a teſt whereby to try the Rev. 
Mr Kennedy's ſyſtem, at leaſt with regard to the year of 


Exodus. If theſe characters ſhall be found to agree with 


A. M. 2552, then it is eaſy to know on what days of the 
week the firſt paſſover, the paſſage of the red ſea, the giving 
of the law, &c. fell in the year of the Exodus; if not, 
with what other year will they agree? But if they agree 
with none near about that time, will they ſuit better with the 
Jewiſh manner of reckoning the 16th day of the month? I 
have not myſelf ſo much as attempted a calculation; ſo that. 
I am totally ignorant, whether this text will witneſs for or 
againſt the Rev. Mr Kennedy: but I think the text of im- 
portance enough to deſerve his conſideration; and it is plain 
he had not. conſidered it when he wrote. If therefore he 
will give the public his thoughts upon it, he will very much 
oblige one, who honours his piety, learning, and unwearied 
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| Induſtry, and who is a wellwiſher to his ſyſtem, as to the 


chief part. I am, 


REV. Six, 9000 8. 


Your ever obliged humble Servant. 


\ 


P. S. Should the Rev. Mr Kennedy think it worth while 
fo take notice of the above, I wiſh he would explain what 
he ſays, p. 175. „If a line were drawn from that point of 
ec the heavens where the ecliptic interſects the celeſtial equi- 
& noctial, it would fall on this very point of the equator ; 
& therefore this in nature muſt be the firſt meridian.” How 
is this reconcileable with the ſituation of his firſt meridian, 
156 degrees weſt of Greenwich ? or that again with what is 
faid in his firſt book on chronology, That the firſt meridian 


is the ſame as that of Edinburgh? Something is certainly 
wanting as to clearneſs of expreſſion in ſome of theſe places. 


